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Spatial and Economic Trends of Troup County
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Troup County population Callaway Mills sells

Increased 74% to work at mills operation to Milliken
1950s 1980s
Pepperell buys out Textile imports begin to cause sharp
— Dunson Mills in LaGrange American manufacturing decline
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increases 38% to 50,000 ’ s completed workforce Is laid off In U.S. Is Imported West Point Stevens files bankruptcy has opening ceremony research center expected to open

West Point Pepperell

Key Issue #1: Key Issue #2: Key Issue #3: Key Issue #4:
Segregation Poverty Housing Residency
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Auburn, Alabama

Newnan, Georgia

LaGrange, Georgia

-il“'li;:‘ul ‘.u._ |‘_.I.=I._I£|_“_l.h. .|||‘|.'._: o - [ - 1 LA ] [y ' ‘0 « 0 .. v .l .|||“||i.i‘£|| .‘.u___.. |‘__._:._ A .|.u'.l . . .
SNl e A s s A AT R -t LT P | B Sy TP e A 2020 Population Estimates*:

LaGrange: 33,000
Auburn: 60,000

LaGrange is segregated in terms of both ethnicity and age. LaGrange also contains concentrations of education and Housing is a mixed bag of results. Despite the core of the city Residency is an issue because a large portion of citizens are Newnan: 36,000
Despite an almost even ratio of minorities to Caucasians, they are wealth. The core of the town is largely not degreed and lives closer to the having more housing density, it also has the largest portion of vacancies. choosing to commute to work in the LaGrange city limits. This is strongly *pased on 1.13% annual population growth
strongly concentrated in different areas. poverty line than citizens who reside by West Point Lake. The single-family region, the South-Southeast, is the least developed yet tied to areas with higher education and family income.

has the least vacancies.

Sources:data.worldbank.org
census.gov
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Economic Climate and Status of Manufacturing

In LaGrange, Georgia
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Economic Background Location Quotient e
. is o G h. ngineering
Employment data for Troup County and the T SRR . . .
surrounding counties shows that the major = Very Low . Mol Woudon A Highly Competitive Manufacturing
employers tend to cluster in the urban cores of E;dm o ?g, Sty Y § Industry
the prominent cities in the region (LaGrange, i L i ﬁx
Auburn, Newnan, Columbus, West Point). B very High o A While the Engineering Industry is
Looking at the spatial distribution of businesses i 2 a non-basic activity, Troup County
across  varying e_mployment thresholo_ls, | 4%, ' C IS preforming better than the
manufacturing industries stand out as the major el s surrounding area

employers for Troup County. The majority of
manufacturing employers are located along the
I-85 corridor between the cities.

Recognizing that the broad economic trends for
Troup County point towards manufacturing as
the main base economic activity in the region,
there Is opportunity for economic growth with
the c 1 t wasSidance. Regional stakeholders
need to understand the significance that
manufacturing plays in the area so that they can
focus efforts on Dbolstering the r e gi &eyo s
iIndustry.

Data Source: 2016 Infogroup Employment Dataset
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Figure 1. Businesses Locations and
Employment Density

Figure 2. Location Quotient for
Manufacturing Industry

A lllustrates potential to develop a
localization economy for
production technology.

A Manufacturing presence provides
comparative advantage over
neighboring counties to attract
production technology firms.

Figure 3. Location Quotient for
Engineering Industry

Case Study: Comparable Micropolitans

) Core Industry
@ Linked Industry

Major Roads

Automotive Agglomeration

Troup County

N

Figure 4.

Automotive & Production Technology Growth Poles

A These figures portray agglomeration in linked industries

A Figure 4 illustrates the growth of the automotive industry around KIA

A As the core industry, KIA attracts linked industries such as plastics, metal

working, and production technology

A Figure 5 illustrates the growth of a secondary industry, Production
technology around Piedmont Mechanical Inc, the largest mechanical
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contractor in Lagrange.

Figure 1. Among the 575 Micropolitans in the United States,
Lagrange ranks 16th. Compared to the top 4 Micropolitans In
the country, Lagrange is competitive with Cullman,Alabama
and outpaces the other three top cities . However, compared to i / y
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A Production technology growth will attract lighting, recreational goods, and
medical device manufacturing

Industry has a small effect on regional employment.

Industry Linkage

A Figure 6 illustrates
Intra-industry
linkages for the
Automotive Industry

A Figure 7 illustrates
the intra-industry

linkages for _ ! | _
Production A Major push factor; contributes to discourages production
technology difficulty of retaining young technology industry

A Growth in production
technology will

attract new types of
manufacturers.

Figure 6.

Figure 7.

Investment in Regional Higher Education

A Limited to a pre-professional
program

A Engineers must finish degree at
Auburn or Georgia Tech

recent graduates
A Recommendation: pilot program
for 4-year engineering degree

A Does not offer Engineering degree
A Trade-skill oriented
A Ideal for manufacturing growth;

A Focus should be on assisting with
development of engineering
programs




