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Key Issue #1: 

Segregation

Key Issue #2:

Poverty

Key Issue #3:

Housing

1990 2000 2010 2020*

1920

Troup County population 

increased 74% to work at mills 

1920-1950

County population 

increases 38% to 50,000

1950s

Pepperell buys out 

Dunson Mills in LaGrange

1965

Pepperell merges with West Point

Manufacturing, creating 

West Point Pepperell

1968

Callaway Mills sells

operation to Milliken

1975

West Point Dam 

is completed

1980s

Textile imports begin to cause sharp

American manufacturing decline 

1986-88

1/4 of Millikenôs

workforce is laid off

1991

58% of fabric and apparel 

in U.S. is imported

1993

Merger creates

West Point Stevens

2004

West Point Stevenôs 

files bankruptcy

2010

Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia

has opening ceremony

2018

Sentury Tire manufacturing and 

research center expected to open

Key Issue #4:

Residency
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2020 Population Estimates*:

LaGrange: 33,000

Auburn: 60,000

Newnan: 36,000
*based on 1.13% annual population growth

Sources:data.worldbank.org

census.gov

Spatial and Economic Trends of Troup County

1920 1930 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Percentage of Minorities 
as a Percentage of Total

7% - 22%

23% - 45%

46% - 79%

80% - 98%

Median Age

24 - 28

29 - 41

42 - 59

Median Income
Separated into Classes

$12,250.00 - $22,000.00

$22,000.01 - $40,000.00

$40,000.01 - $60,000.00

$60,000.01 - $78,796.00

Educated Population
Concentration

1% - 9%

10% - 23%

24% - 39%

40% - 73%

Percentage of 
Vacant Houses

2% - 10%

11% - 15%

16% - 31%

Number of Housing
Units Per Acre

0.11 - 0.50

0.51 - 0.75

0.76 - 2.0

2.1 - 50

Residents Per Acre

0.30 - 1.0

1.1 - 2.0

2.1 - 4.0

4.1 - 140

Commuters as a Percent
of the Workforce

22% - 34%

35% - 44%

45% - 72%

LaGrange is segregated in terms of both ethnicity and age. 

Despite an almost even ratio of minorities to Caucasians, they are 

strongly concentrated in different areas. 

LaGrange also contains concentrations of education and 

wealth. The core of the town is largely not degreed and lives closer to the 

poverty line than citizens who reside by West Point Lake.

Housing is a mixed bag of results. Despite the core of the city 

having more housing density, it also has the largest portion of vacancies. 

The single-family region, the South-Southeast, is the least developed yet 

has the least vacancies.

Residency is an issue because a large portion of citizens are 

choosing to commute to work in the LaGrange city limits. This is strongly 

tied to areas with higher education and family income. 
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Economic Climate and Status of Manufacturing 

in LaGrange, Georgia

Figure 1. Businesses Locations and 

Employment Density 

Economic Background

Employment data for Troup County and the

surrounding counties shows that the major

employers tend to cluster in the urban cores of

the prominent cities in the region (LaGrange,

Auburn, Newnan, Columbus, West Point).

Looking at the spatial distribution of businesses

across varying employment thresholds,

manufacturing industries stand out as the major

employers for Troup County. The majority of

manufacturing employers are located along the

I-85 corridor between the cities.

Recognizing that the broad economic trends for

Troup County point towards manufacturing as

the main base economic activity in the region,

there is opportunity for economic growth with

the cityôsassistance. Regional stakeholders

need to understand the significance that

manufacturing plays in the area so that they can

focus efforts on bolstering the regionôskey

industry.
Data Source: 2016 Infogroup Employment Dataset

Automotive & Production Technology Growth Poles

Å These figures portray agglomeration in linked industries

Å Figure 4 illustrates the growth of the automotive industry around KIA

Å As the core industry, KIA attracts linked industries such as plastics, metal 

working, and production technology

Å Figure 5 illustrates the growth of a secondary industry, Production 

technology around Piedmont Mechanical Inc, the largest mechanical 

contractor in Lagrange.

Å Production technology growth will attract lighting, recreational goods, and 

medical device manufacturing

Figure 2. Location Quotient for 

Manufacturing Industry 
Figure 3. Location Quotient for 

Engineering Industry 

Location Quotient

Å Highly Competitive Manufacturing 

Industry

Å While the Engineering Industry is 

a non-basic activity, Troup County 

is preforming better than the 

surrounding area.

Å Illustrates potential to develop a 

localization economy for 

production technology.

Å Manufacturing presence provides 

comparative advantage over 

neighboring counties to attract 

production technology firms.

Figure 4. Figure 5.  

Industry Linkage

ÅFigure 6 illustrates 

intra-industry 

linkages for the 

Automotive Industry

ÅFigure 7 illustrates 

the intra-industry 

linkages for 

Production 

technology

ÅGrowth in production 

technology will 

attract new types of 

manufacturers. 
Figure 7. Figure 6. 

ÅLimited to a pre-professional 

program

ÅEngineers must finish degree at 

Auburn or Georgia Tech

ÅMajor push factor; contributes to 

difficulty of retaining young 

recent graduates

ÅRecommendation: pilot program 

for 4-year engineering degree

ÅDoes not offer Engineering degree

ÅTrade-skill oriented

ÅIdeal for manufacturing growth; 

discourages production 

technology industry

ÅFocus should be on assisting with 

development of engineering 

programs

Investment in Regional Higher Education

Figure 1. Among the 575 Micropolitans in the United States, 
Lagrange ranks 16th. Compared to the top 4 Micropolitans in 
the country, Lagrange is competitive with Cullman,Alabama 
and outpaces the other three top cities . However, compared to 
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industry has a small effect on regional employment. 

Case Study: Comparable Micropolitans


