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Executive Summary 
 

The Dothan Rails to Trails Master Plan was developed by students from Auburn 
University’s Masters of Community Planning Program (MCP). The plan focuses on transforming 
a section of tracks that runs from downtown Dothan to the southwest portion of the city. From 
there the trail will move north and circle back downtown. The proposed 10 miles path strives to 
connect neighborhoods of different racial, social, and economic through recreational and social 
activities. 

 
Introduction and Context 
 
Background 
 
Housing 
 

Dothan’s housing development historically originated in the surrounding area of the central 
business district and extended outward from the core. Although the city has grown somewhat in 
all directions, housings has relatively higher values outside the Ross Clark Circle. There are two 
employment clusters along Highway 84 and Highway 231, west and northwest of the Ross Clark 
Circle respectively. These two employment clusters provide adequate jobs which are the key 
impetus for the higher housing values. Since there are smaller settlements on the northwest side of 
the city, the housing values are low in this area, meanwhile the north, south and east area have 
relative equal housing values. However, the east side of Dothan is currently developing, with a 
housing value increasing trend. From a housing aspect, our project intends to use the trails to 
connect the main housing area in different values so that ensuring the social equity and vitalizing 
the economic growth in low housing value areas. 
 
Land Use 
 

Dothan has a balance of land uses which is central to a healthy community. As it has grown, 
Dothan balanced residential and commercial development with open space and parks, meanwhile 
it has a healthy mix of land uses currently. However, the land use distribution from 2006 shows 
12 percent of the land in Dothan is non-residential use, 29 percent is residential use, 4 percent is 
open space or park use and 56 percent is considered undeveloped. From the land use aspect, this 
project intends to seek the opportunity to transform the undeveloped land to additional green and 
social spaces that can smoothly ensure the integrity of the trail between residential areas and 
commercial areas. 
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   The up-to-date land use data is required to show the existing types of land use and patterns 
of development which can illustrate the land conditions in Dothan. The key roles of land use data 
include identifying residential and commercial areas then preserving and promoting the 
connectivity between them, identifying open spaces which can be the potential community parks, 
or green trails, meanwhile identifying park areas and providing public accessibility to them by 
connecting these nodes with the entire trail network. Furthermore, the future land use data is 
required as a ‘blueprint’ to show the direction about how Dothan should grow and evolve in the 
future. It will be the reference that guides us to design the physical form of the trail which is 
adapting to the future development pattern in Dothan. The source of existing land use map and 
future land use map is the City of Dothan Long Range Development Plan 2010-2030. 
 
Context 
 
Existing Use 

 
The main section of rail line that will be focused on runs from downtown Dothan to 

southwest Dothan on Boxcar Ln. This section of the rail line leads to Greenbrier Rail Services 
which is a branch of Greenbrier Companies. Greenbrier Companies has its headquarters located in 
Lake Oswego, Oregon and supplies equipment to rail companies and services. The Dothan campus 
is a refurbishing and repair station for railcars. This repair station also serves as the terminal for 
this section of rail line. The rails to trails plan would involve using parts of the railroad tracks 
within the urban area of Dothan as part of the shared-use trail. According to Dothan City Planner’s, 
the rail line is rarely used with usage ranging from a day or two per week. The hope is to either 
create a system where the rail line can be closed off from train usage and fully dedicated to the 
trail or shared between the city and Greenbrier Companies. With another repair station located in 
Birmingham there could possibly be a for all services to be terminated at this site.  

 
Ownership 

 
The rail line ownership is shown on Map 1.1. The focus area is found to the southwest of 

downtown which is the green line and the light blue section touching it. The map appears to be 
accurate everywhere except in the focus area in green and light blue. The light blue and green are 
not owned by Norfolk Southern according to their companies map and H&S appears to no longer 
be operating. Genesee and Wyoming may be the current owners. 

 
Potential 
 

Another aspect of the trail involves the downtown area. Dothan’s downtown is currently 
on the path of redevelopment with local streets already encouraging walkability. The rail line runs 
perpendicular to Foster St. where Foster Fest is held the first Friday of each month. This could be 
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incorporated into the rail to trail path. Off the rail line path and throughout the downtown area are 
beautiful murals that display Dothan and Alabama’s history.  
 

 
Map 1.1 Rail Line Ownership 
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Existing Conditions 
 
Site Visit Analysis 
 

The observed site for the trail mainly follows the train tracks used by Greenbrier Rail 
Service which starts downtown and moves southwest. Once outside the circle the trail goes from 
rail line to Honeysuckle Rd and then moves east returning downtown. The total area observed was 
about 10 miles. Data was collected from street intersections along the tracks, starting from South 
Saint Andrews St. and ending at Honeysuckle Rd. From there the trail leaves the rail path and goes 
north along Honeysuckle Rd. to Choctaw St. and then continues its journey back to downtown 
creating a loop around the west portion of the city. This observation involved visiting intersections 
and areas of interest in order to understand the conditions of the roads. It should be noted that over 
half the entire trail consist of roads which are currently in use, the one that stands out the most is 
Ross Clark Circle which attracts a lot of traffic. Also many of these streets pass through major 
artillery roads which connect to high income neighborhoods. Many median income households 
and few low-income households are seen, once on the northern portion of the trail 

 
As it was not feasible to analyze the entire 10 mile stretch of the trail, certain intersections 

were identified which gave a fair idea of the conditions for both the railway tracks and the 
connecting roads. A total of 26 intersection were identified, which gave a well-rounded experience 
of the entire trail. The exact observation path is shown on Maps 2.1 through. The following maps 
were created from primary data. 
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Map 2.1 Observed Intersections 
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Map 2.2 

The above map show the first 3 intersection which we observed. These intersections cover 
the entire southern downtown area from the Andrews Street to the Oates Street. The main takeaway 
from this area is that, there is a lot of potential for expansion as there are numerous plots which 
are vacant. Oates Street has an overpass bridge, which can be treated as a transitional point from a 
downtown space to a shared-use trail. Currently the condition of the bridge is not completely up 
to date but it is still functionable. 
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Map 2.3 

The above map shows intersections 4 through 7, which starts from Lena Street and ends at 
Washington Street. All four intersections are great for expansion, with multiple properties being 
either vacant lots or open spaces. This section has potential to create two corridors along the side 
railway tracks. The section is filled with lush evergreen trees and could be a good recreational 
space. 
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Map 2.4 

The above map shows intersections 8 and 9. The path from 8 to 9 has a unique tree 
structures form both the sides. 
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Map 2.5 

The above map shows intersections 10 through 14. Most of this area can be considered 
suburban as there are a lot of residential single-family households on a connected streets grid. Most 
of the tracks are covered by dense vegetation. The nearest intersection from any industry is located 
on Ross Clark Circle, which contains a cluster of retail industries. 
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Map 2.6 

The above map shows intersections 15 through 17 and is one of the most important sections 
as intersection 16 is the last intersection on the railway tracks. From this point on, all intersections 
observed were on roads. The railway track continues to go to Greenbrier, which is about a mile 
from intersection 16, after which the railroad ends. 
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Map 2.7 

The map shows intersection 18 and 19. The 19th point is a potential entrance to Forever 
Wild Trails. Most of this area is residential on the west and commercial on the east.  Most of this 
portion of the street already contains sidewalks and some areas even have dedicated bike lanes. 
The overall character of this area is urban with many single-family housing units in the vicinity. 
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Map 2.8 

The map shows intersections 20, 21, 22, and 23. Intersections 20 and 21 are located near 
Westgate Park, which is a recreational hub for Dothan. There is a park on Choctaw St. called 
Solomon Park, which is basically a neighborhood park that uplifts the overall character of the 
entire neighborhood. Choctaw Street lacks bike lanes and pedestrian pathways. 
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Map 2.9 

This map shows the final three intersections from Choctaw St. back to downtown. Most of 
the streets and the neighborhoods around Choctaw St. lack urban qualities with most of the streets 
in poor conditions and many houses are vacant. Many of the moderate-income people have their 
residency over there. The observation path then arrives at Depot St. which is Dothan’s old 
downtown. This area has historical significance and is well kept. Intersection 25 and 26 lead back 
to the downtown. 
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Landscape Analysis 
 
Existing Vegetation 
 

The most common trees found on the trails are, scots pine and broad leaf. Most of the Train 
tracks are covered with bushes and small trees. Most of them are not organized and are overgrown. 
On the other hand, most of the path apart from train tracks have organized trees and bushes and 
are well kept by either the city or the residents. 

 
Existing Soils 

 
Understanding the nature of soil helps to determine the feasibility of constructing some 

concrete development in the area. This also helps plan and design landscaping, drainage system 
and surfacing for the proposed trail. Overall the City of Dothan has well drained, moderately 
slowly permeable soils which is helpful to create thick soil base (Source: USDA: Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, Soils). Most of the area on the train tracks is covered with gravel stones and 
fewer part of the tracks are flooded due to possible drainage system failure, though the exact reason 
is inconclusive. The other part of observed intersection were roads which were already built and 
mostly made of asphalt. Few sections of the rail line do come under flood zones like the 
intersection at Honeysuckle Rd. which has a creek called as Beaver Creek. Even Though the creek 
does not pose any direct threat to the trail it is important to consider its effect on the trail. 

 
Surrounding Topography 
 
 The Topography of any area affects how rainwater flows and understanding this can help 
us plan and design our drainage systems. Dothan does not have a lot of slopes and this can be 
helpful for the designing of the trail. The following image shows variation in topography for the 
City of Dothan.  
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Image 2.1 

Demographic Analysis 
 
The demographic data about population, race and education attainment are used to identify 

the social condition in Dothan.  Map 2.10 shows the population distribution in Dothan. It indicates 
that there is a large portion of the population residing in the western side and southeastern side of 
Dothan outside the Ross Clark Circle, meanwhile there is relatively less population locating in the 
northern side. In addition, Map 2.11 shows the distribution of population in regard to the race and 
ethnicities in Dothan. It indicates the majority of population residing in Dothan are white 
Americans meanwhile the African Americans have relatively less population, and other races are 
in minority. Spatially, the white population are residing in the western side of Dothan and the areas 
surrounding the city boundary, while the African Americans are occupying Dothan from the city 
center to the northeastern city boundary basically. All in all, both of Map 2.10 and 2.11 show a 
social segregation problem that the African Americans gather around northeastern side of the city 
with less population, meanwhile the white Americans gather around the other sides of the city. It 
reflects the spatial location of the trail that it will not only concern about high population areas, 
but also consider how to bring vitality to the isolated low population areas and communities.  

Map 2.12 shows that education attainment is higher towards the west section of the 
proposed trail. With the east side of Dothan having relatively lower education attainment, 
development in that area has lower competitiveness comparing to the west. In other word, there 
are fewer resources of talents that can support and promote the development in the east. However, 
the trail will be concerned with providing active transportation connections between the west and 
east side of Dothan. 
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Map 2.10 Dothan Population Distribution  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates — Geodatabase Format 
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Map 2.11 Dothan Race Distribution 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates — Geodatabase Format 



21 
 

 

       
Map 2.12 Dothan Education Attainment 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates — Geodatabase Format 
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Economic Analysis 
 
Data dealing with average income, housing value, and employment cluster are used to 

identify the economic conditions in Dothan. Map 2.13 shows that mosts of the higher income 
population resides west along the trail. In addition, as shown in the Map 2.14, housing values also 
are higher to the west. However, the highest-valued homes are located in the northwestern side 
between where people have higher education attainment. In conclusion, this situation reveals the 
economic segregation problem. The proposed trail intends to relieve the segregation by connecting 
the area with different income and housing value to not only vitalize the economic growth in low 
level area but also ensure the social equity and environmental justice.  

 
Furthermore, the Map 2.15 shows there are two employment clusters in the western and 

northwestern side along with the W Main St/ Highway 84 and Highway 231 respectively. 
Meanwhile there are also two employment clusters in the downtown core and eastern side around 
the Ross Clark Circle. Since there are less people with high education attainment in the eastern 
side, it further proves the need of introducing talents to the eastern side as well as to the downtown 
core. Another consideration is that the trail should provide safe walking and biking connection 
between these working places and neighborhoods. 
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Map 2.13 Dothan Average Income  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates — Geodatabase Format 
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Map 2.14 Dothan Median Housing Value 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates — Geodatabase Format 
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Map 2.15 Dothan Employment Cluster 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application and LEHD Origin-Destination Employment Statistics (Beginning of Quarter Employment, 
2nd Quarter of 2002-2015) (http://onthemap.ces.census.gov) 
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Land Use Analysis 
 

Map 2.16 shows the existing land use condition in Dothan. It indicates Dothan has a 
balance of land uses that the commercial lands gather around the main roads which are surrounded 
by residential lands, meanwhile the recreational lands are scattered within these lands. However, 
there are also large portion of undeveloped lands in Dothan. This map is useful to ensure the trial 
with high connectivity among with the residential, commercial and recreational areas. Moreover, 
it can determine where the undeveloped lands can be transformed into valuable community assets 
such as green spaces and activity center so that it can further ensure the integrity of the trail. 
Although the city has a couple of large recreation places the deficiency is filled with pocket parks 
or pop-up parks which are spread around the entire city. Image 2.2 shows the parks in the city.  

 

 
Image 2.2 Parks inside the city 
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Map 2.16 Dothan Existing Land Use 
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Vision and Goals 
 
The proposed 10-mile trail strives to connect neighborhoods of different racial, social, and 

economic through recreational and social activities. It has the high potential to bring vitality to the 
surrounding areas, meanwhile increase the city’s connectivity. The main goals of the proposed 
trail are improving economic activity, improving people’s quality of life, and improving the 
character of the city. However, the proposed trail is divided into 3 sections: The Downtown Porter 
Alley, the Fortner-Hewes Neighborhood Trail, and the South-North Green Trail.  Moreover, there 
are multiple visions for the three trails. The Downtown Porter Alley is planned to be a commercial 
/ mixed use trial, and the Fortner-Hewes is expected to be a neighborhood multipurpose 
recreational trail, meanwhile the South-North Green Trail is intended to a connective residential 
trail.  
 

Proposals and Strategies 
 
Section 1: Porter Alley (Downtown) 

 
Map 3.1 Porter Alley Location 
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Porter Alley is important not only because it covers the downtown area but also has a 

significantly historic value to the city. This section mostly consists of boutique shops, restaurants, 
law firms and government buildings. Porter-Alley is divided into two sections which will address 
innovative techniques to attract people downtown. 
 
Strategy 1: N Andrews St. Green Pathway 
 

N Andrews St. is a major street located along the proposed trail, which connects the older 
downtown to the newer downtown. Currently, N Andrews St. lacks urban character and is not well 
kept with respect to pedestrian sidewalks and signage. The proposed design helps address these 
issues with introduction of complete pedestrian and bike green ways. The following images shows 
the proposed planned greenways. 

  
Image 3.1 The figure is a rough sketch of the proposed greenways 
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In Image 3.1, the section marked in yellow covers three blocks. These blocks would be 
solely used for pedestrian and bike pathways. These blocks will be equipped with restaurants, 
bouquet shops and other businesses. As this area is completely dedicated towards pedestrians, the 
vehicular traffic will be rerouted to the adjacent roads. This will help create urban pockets which 
will be an essential part of the city in upcoming years and will also be an anchor for economic 
activities. It is important to understand that, this technique have been applied throughout the world 
and has had greater benefits apart from economic growth. These corridors server as lungs for 
citizens to come from place to place without any special attention towards vehicular traffic.  

 

  
Image 3.2 Many European cities have already adopted this method to receive significant results ranging from, economic benefits to community 

unity. Source: European Cultural Foundation.   

 
The proposed greenways are located between the N Foster St. and N Appletree St. These 

three blocks are selected considering the availability of undeveloped land, current situations and 
conditions.  

 
Image 3.3 Rendering of the proposed greenway block/corridor with trees and common seating area. 
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Dothan and the entire trails are filled with various evergreen trees and installing this kind 
of trees along the corridor can create a positive impact towards attracting more citizens to this 
place. Trees are an important aspect in our plans as they act as a barrier between pedestrian and 
vehicles. Use of multiple trees like Serviceberry, Japanese Tree Lilac, Crabapples, or Sun Valley 
Maple will help in overall creating a fancy ornamental garden street. These trees will help in 
creating a beautiful and scenic corridor like you can see in the rendering. 
 

 
Image 3.4 Proposed Rendering shows availability of space, seating locations and overall basic infrastructure. 

 

As this plan focuses on creating a sense of a place, few basic infrastructures include seating 
areas, which can be either picnic tables or restaurant tables. Apart from this fountains, street lights 
and other tourist attractions can be added to this trail to increase the appearance and overall value 
of this place. These trees should be trimmed to a minimum of 7 feet for vertical Clarence.  
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Image 3.5 Rendering show how murals play an important part in beautifying walls. 

 
Dothan has a rich tradition of painting huge murals around the city and this is an important 

way to teach about the history of Dothan. The proposed corridors will focus on creating and adding 
new murals to this area. The main focus of this is to encourage artist paint in these sections and 
essentially help the city to create the “Arts District”. An easy way which our plan suggests to make 
the painted murals more interactive is by installing barcode plates next to the murals. These 
barcodes can be easy scanned by mobile devices and when scanned it will show videos and 
important documents related to that mural. This way the mural will get an additional value and 
also be an easy way to learn new things. 
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Image 3.6 Mural with Barcodes. 

 

 

 
Image 3.7 

Typically, the surface for these pathways are asphalt but it is suggested that concrete be 
used. Concrete can be used as a “draw and paint” area for kids. Apart from this the bike path can 
have asphalt as a surface. To avoid traffic congestion the artillery roads can be used. Although 
there is less traffic on these roads the diverted traffic can create more traffic flow to these artillery 
roads ultimately giving more foot traffic to shops and restaurants located in those roads. In image 
3.7, you can see the proposed segments of roads which are isolated from the proposed bike and 
pedestrian trial. The bike lane in the center of the pedestrian plaza can be 15 – 20 feet single- or 
double-way road. The speed limit for these roads are very less as it is very closed to pedestrians, 
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generally 10 to 15 per mile. As most of the area has slight slope or no slope it can be easily 
accessible.  

 
Sub Section 2: Porter Alley 
 

 
Image 3.8 
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Image 3.9 Shows the signage placement. Source: Trails for the Twenty First Century 

 
For the safety of the citizens it is important to have proper signage which can be visible very easily. 
Bollards play an important role in avoiding vehicular traffic collusion or entry in a pedestrian or 
bike trail. An average height of the bollards should be around 3 feet. Considering the security of 
the citizens, the trail will be equipped with blue emergency centers ever half mile radius. 
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Section 2: Fortner-Hewes Neighborhood Trail 

 
Map 3.2 Fortner-Hewes Neighborhood Trail Location 
 

Fortner-Hewes is the area of the rails-to-trails that starts around two potential areas of 
development and attraction: The Central Village Shopping Center on Fortner St. and Rip-Hewes 
Stadium. The two nodes that lie at both ends of the area have residential areas between them and 
have the potential to become an iconic neighborhood in Dothan and a pilot area that shows the 
importance of a walkable community. This section of the area is marked by undeveloped and 
vacant parcels which can be turned into commercial, residential, and mix use developments that 
would further support the walkability of the community. Map 3.3 shows the origin of the name 
and the potential hubs. 
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Map 3.3 Fortner-Hewes Site map of that shows the surrounding area 

 
The objective of this area is to create a walkable neighborhood community with its own 

character. The portion of the railroad that runs through this area is surrounded primarily residential 
development with a little commercial and undeveloped land. With an overall goal of attracting 
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people to the railway corridor, a residential area in the middle of the corridor is an advantage. The 
objective for Fortner-Hewes thus would be to create a neighborhood image that pulls people from 
outside the neighborhood and gets people within the neighborhood to go outside.  
  
Strategy 1: Convert Existing Rail Line into a Shared-Use Trail  
 
 The average existing conditions throughout the Fortner-Hewes sections of the area is 
shown in Figure 2.1. The width of the trail path running between Fortner Street to Rip Hewes 
Stadium is about 100 feet wide, including the tracks and the existing tree buffer. Currently there 
are tree-lines separating the neighborhoods from the tracks on both sides. The vegetation in the 
area is unkept and lacking in some areas. The trail is also uneven with the tracks being elevated 
and the rest of the existing area being sloped as shown in Image 3.11. 
 

 
Image 3.10 Fortner-Hewes dimensions are as shown above for most of the area 
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Image 3.11 The trail’s current conditions are sloped/uneven land between the tree-lines 
 

● Utilize the existing tree-line along the neighborhood route to provide privacy to nearby 
residents 

● Expand on the existing space provided to create an open pedestrian pathway 
● Level out the ground between the tree-lines to enable better usage of the area 
● Pave the pathway to keep from continuous wearing from visitors 

 
 The end goal with the trail running through Fortner-Hewes is to create a public pathway 
for all forms of transportation besides the automobile. Image 3.12 shows that the sight, which is 
about 45 feet widths, would be able to accommodate multiple activities from exercising in an 
outdoor gym, to walking, jogging, biking, or just interacting with artistic elements such as seating 
and structural art. 
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Image 3.12 Rendering of what the trail could look like 
 

  
Strategy 2: Create partnerships and social 
attractions. 
 
 This part of the project looks at identifying 
potential nodes that could support the trail as well as 
potential partnerships that can take place. All analyses are 
done within the half mile radius buffer shown in Map 3.4. 
Potential areas of development were identified as vacant 
parcels as well as undeveloped parcels with most 
undeveloped land being vacant. In total there are 370 
vacant parcels and 154 undeveloped parcels. While city 
own parcels would be the easiest available land to use, 
there is only one vacant parcel owned by the city within 
the buffer area. This parcel is located directly east of the Central Village Shopping Center. These 
parcels can be used as attractions along the trail such as restaurants, entertainment centers, and 
pocket parks along the trail as well as throughout the area. 
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Map 3.4 Shows the study buffer area as well as vacant and undeveloped parcels  
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Map 3.5 Vacant and Occupied commercial properties 

 
Undeveloped parcels as shown in Map 3.4 should be the location of mixed-use 

development. These areas should be rezoned as such in order to allow for residential, commercial, 
recreational, and other uses that would support the trail. These areas will be the location for new 
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developments and will included smaller setbacks and parking requirements especially for the areas 
along the trail. Shared parking should also be considered as other forms of transportation will be 
encouraged. The rest of the area within the buffer should have its zoning ordinances adjusted in 
order to combat any potential rezoning which will be discussed in the next section. 

 
Commercial areas as well as undeveloped/vacant parcels are important for the future of the 

trail. Occupied commercial properties such as restaurants and grocery stores located along the trail 
will encourage residents of the area to move around the trail while visitors might stop while moving 
along the trail. Incentives such as permit-free waivers should be implemented for vacant 
commercial buildings. Other incentives should be geared towards encouraging locally owned 
businesses rather than chain businesses. 

 
Strategy 3: Combat Potential Gentrification 
 
 Gentrification is described as a scenario where housing costs and the cost of living in an 
area increases rapidly. The result of this is that the people who originally lived in the area can no 
longer afford to stay in their neighborhood and must move out. The potential of gentrification has 
been analyzed in the Fortner-Hewes area of the trail. The method used to measure gentrification 
involved comparing the existing median household income of block groups within the buffer area. 
Any block group that is less than the city’s median household income has potential for 
gentrification and should be protected from the lingering threat through policies similar to the ones 
shown in the previous section. Map 3.6 shows the median income of the block groups. 
 
 Policies that prevent the changing of lot sizes, primarily the expansion of lot sizes should 
be implemented in order to protect neighborhoods from experiencing gentrification. Other 
elements such as minimizing setbacks or combining neighboring parcels should be prevented in 
order to maintain the character of the area. Policies such as vouchers for long-time residents or 
reduced property tax policies for long-time residents should be considered as well. The main goal 
is to protect existing residential areas and designate areas in the Fortner-Hewes Neighborhood that 
will be dedicated to high costing homes. 
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Map 3.6 Gentrification identified by census block group median household income compared to the city’s median household income 
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Strategy 4: Connect Trail to Streets and Surrounding Nodes 
 
 Map 3.7 shows existing nodes in the area which will be further attractions to and from the 
Fortner-Hewes Neighborhood trail. Streets will need to include sidewalks, which some already do, 
as well as bike lanes or share the road with bikes. Some of the roads that run through the Fortner-
Hewes area and outside the area have partial sidewalks but there are currently no bike lanes in the 
area. Studies will need to be done to determine which streets are best and which streets would put 
a lot of stress on other roads. 

 
Map 3.7 Existing attractions within Fortner-Hewes 
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Section 3: South-North Green Trail 

 
Map 3.8 South-North Green Trail Location 

 
          Beyond the railroad, a south-north green trail as the continuation of previous trail is also 
proposed along Honeysuckle Road and Westgate Parkway as shown in Map 3.9. This trail begins 
from the intersection between Honeysuckle Road and proposed railroad to the intersection between 
Westgate Parkway and Choctaw Street. Honeysuckle Road is a two/three lane minor arterial 
roadway running primarily south-north, meanwhile Westgate Parkway is the wider continuation 
of Honeysuckle Road to the north with five drive lanes. There are currently limited sidewalks and 
no existing bicycle facilities along these two roads. In addition, the field observation also indicated 
there are less pedestrian activity along the trail route. Since there are lots of attractive destinations 
along with the Honeysuckle Road and Westgate Parkway, the proposed trail as a green corridor 
will provide accessibility to the City’s largest parks, several schools and churches, and commercial 
areas, meanwhile encourage bicycle and pedestrian activity to residents. 
 
      However, part of the goals of the south-north trail are consistent with some planned 
transportation improvements. Currently the Alabama Department of Transportation is designing 
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improvements to the Honeysuckle Road/W. Main Street intersection that conducting sidewalk 
along the west side of Honeysuckle Road. In addition, according to the City of Dothan Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Master Plan dated November 1, 2011, the trail in the north of Hartford Highway is 
classified as an immediate (1 to 5 year) walkway initiative, meanwhile the trail in the south of 
Hartford Highway is classified as a mid to long range (10 plus) year walkway initiative. Moreover, 
the trail in the north of W. Main Street is classified as an immediate (1 to 5 year) bikeway initiative, 
meanwhile the trail in the south of W. Main Street is classified as a short range (5 to 10 year) 
bikeway initiative. 
 
There are several strategies for the proposed south-north trail: 
 
Strategy 1: Develop a Shared-Use Trail with Amenities 
 
      The trail should be designed for both pedestrians and cyclists to encourage pedestrian traffic 
even for exercise purpose. According to the feasibility, the trail should be implemented only on 
the western side of the roads, meanwhile there are more vacant lands in the western side which 
can be developed for future attractions of the trail. The amenities should be adopted along the trail 
such as the grasses, bioswales, trees, benches and informational signs. These plants will provide 
more green spaces, which can not only improve the aesthetics of streetscape, but also reduce soil 
erosion and stormwater runoff that improve the city’s resilience. However, the shared-use trail will 
have multiple functions to serve the residents. 
 
Strategy 2:  Improve Existing Sidewalks or Conduct New Sidewalks 
 
      Since the shared-use trail are implemented on the western side of the roads, the sidewalks are 
proposed to be implemented or improved on the eastern side of the roads as part of the entire south-
north trail which can improve the experience of pedestrians and relieve the traffic of shared-use 
trail. The actions include widen, clean and green the existing sidewalks, and implement same 
standard sidewalks. According to the City of Dothan Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, the 
sidewalks should be widened to above 5 feet. In addition, the clean and green actions for 
maintaining the sidewalks include regular trash removal, mowing, grass and tree plantings which 
can further beautify the trail. 
 
Strategy 3: Redevelop the Vacant Land along the Trail. 
 
      Clean and green actions as described above are the first step in stabilizing vacant lots for 
adoption, future redevelopment, or a permanent open space like a neighborhood park. However, 
the vacant lands with lower property values have the priority for redevelopment in short term. The 
low priority vacant lands should also integrate greening elements as temporary green space and 
pend identification of developers and financing. The redevelopment of vacant lands may need the 
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actions including demolition, acquisition, and site assembly. These vacant lands can be developed 
as attractions of the trail with high potential for community revitalization. 
 
Strategy 4: Public Outreach and Education Campaign. 
 
      Since the goal of the south-north trail is providing residents a green corridor, the government 
should have strategic investment like public outreach and education campaign to cultivate green 
practices and green communities around the trail. It is important for the green trail to have the 
support of general public and municipal agencies which are the constituencies to view the greening 
actions as a civic norm. These actions can contract planting and stewardship responsibilities 
through private or nonprofit and community actors, which can spur private investment that quickly 
dwarfs the public investment in terms of dollars spent on planting and long-term maintenance. The 
actions include placing informational signs or publicity boards along the trail, advertising the green 
trail and its values for educational purpose and attracting private investment. 

  
      However, the proposed south-north trail is divided into three parts for specific strategies and 
actions as shown in Map 3.10. The dimensions of the designed trail, sidewalks, and landscape 
buffers are followed the Facility Design Guideline in City of Dothan Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan dated November 1, 2011. In addition, according to City of Dothan Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan, ‘road diet is a reconfiguration of existing roadway right-of-way that 
reduces the number of traffic lanes to better serve bicycles, pedestrians and transit while continuing 
to maintain adequate accommodation for motor vehicles.’ Meanwhile the ‘road diet’ strategy 
should be considered only for the traffic condition that less than 20,000 average daily traffic (ADT). 
However, the ‘road diet’ strategy should be considered in Honeysuckle Road, since its existing 
daily traffic volumes are less than 15,000 according to the Honeysuckle Road Corridor Study dated 
October 2017. The ‘road diet’ consideration for Westgate Parkway and its feasibility for reducing 
traffic lanes should be further researched in transportation study, thus it is not shown in the maps. 
  
 
South-North Green Trail Part 1 
 
Strategies for trail part 1 as shown in Image 3.13 and Map 3.11: Honeysuckle Road from railroad 
intersection to Hartford Highway. It is primarily residential or vacant land along with the part 1 
trail in the south of Hartford Highway, while there are some commercial businesses at the 
intersections of Hartford Highway and railroad. The identified vacant lands have high feasibility 
for redevelopment as shown in the map. Although there are more vacant lands in this area, most 
of them are covered by forest which are costly for development. The shared-use trail will be 
implemented on the western side of Honeysuckle Road. Since there is low priority for walkway 
here, the sidewalk can be pended for future development. 
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Image 3.13 Trail Part 1 Section View 
  
 
 
South-North Green Trail Part 2 
 
Strategies for trail part 2 as shown in Image 3.14 and Map 3.12: Honeysuckle Road from Hartford 
Highway to W Main Street. Between Hartford Highway and Fortner Street, it is a mix of residential, 
commercial businesses and Honeysuckle Middle School. Move forward to more northern, the land 
uses are primarily commercial businesses with some residential and Forever Wild entrance closer 
to Fortner Street. There are also several churches along the corridor. However, the shared-use trail 
and sidewalk will provide high connectivity among residents, businesses, park and schools. 
Moreover, there is a large vacant land on the western of Honeysuckle Middle School for future 
development. In addition, there are existing sidewalks along the east side of the roadway, with the 
exception of the area in front of Honeysuckle Middle School where there are no sidewalks. 
Therefore, the sidewalk should be extended and improved here. Such extension would also provide 
good sidewalk access to Emmanuel Christian School, which is located nearby Hartford Highway. 
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Image 3.14 Trail Part 2 Section View 
  
 
 
South-North Green Trail Part 3 
 
Strategies for trail part 3 as shown in Image 3.15 and Map 3.13: Westgate Parkway from W Main 
Street to Choctaw. There are lots of commercial businesses with less residents on the eastern side 
of roadway. Meanwhile most of lands on the western side are Westgate Memorial Park. Since 
there are wider drive lanes in this area, the ‘road diet’ strategy can be considered for better 
landscape buffers if the traffic condition allows. However, there are existing sidewalks on the 
western side of roadway, while there is no sidewalk on the eastern side. The existing sidewalks 
should be replaced for shared-use trail, meanwhile the sidewalks should be implemented on the 
eastern side of roadway. There are also identified vacant lands for future development. 



51 
 

 
Image 3.15 Trail Part 3 Section View 
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Map 3.9 South-North Green Trail General Map 
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Map 
3.10 South-North Green Trail Divisions 
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Map 3.11 Strategies for Trail Part 1 
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Map 3.12 Strategies for Trail Part 2 
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Map 3.13 Strategies for Trail Part 3 
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Implementation Strategy 
Medium-Term Action(2024-2029)

How

Level the ground which is currently primarily a
sloped dirt right of way for the tracks

Pave the trail in order to maintain pathway in
rain

Maintain existing lot sizes and prevent the
combining of lots which would encourage big

businesses
Allow new development only in undeveloped

areas

Develop a strong neighborhood identity

Create a membership program where people
take care of the community

Encourage vendor sites throughout the
neighborhood trail

Develop pocket parks different pocket parks
along the trail

Part 1:
Railroad to
Hartford

Part 3: W
Main St to
Choctaw St

Part 1:
Railroad to
Hartford
Part 2:

Hartford
Hwy to W
Main St

Part 3: W
Main St to
Choctaw St

Encourage pedestrian traffic

Improve accessibility to attractions

South-North Green Trail

Cultivate civic sense of green

Conduct a shared-use
trail

  Improve existing
sidewalks or conduct

new sidewalks

Public outreach and education
campaign

Redevelop the vacant land 

Spur private investment

Increase attractions

Commuinty revitalization

 Improve the aesthetics of streetscape

Improve the city’s resilience

Part 2:
Hartford

Hwy to W
Main St

Short-Term Action(2019-2024)
What (Strategy)

Planning Elements
Goal

 Dothan Rail to Trail Project Implementation Schedule 

Resources

Fortner-Hewes
Neighborhood Trail

Green Dowtown Area

Develop Social Attractions

Porter Alley
(Downtown)

   ,
providing a options to the citizens     

Convert Porter Alley into Mixed use
Trail

Implement Bike Lanes

Improve the economy of downtwon
area

Improve Street Life

Convert rail line into a shared-use trail

Protect Against Gentrification

Connect older Downtown with New
Downtown

Connect the Surrounding
Neighborhood

Encourage Economic Development
Create Partnerships

Encourage Local Businesses

Implement for entire downtown area for
commuting, recreation and touring

Introduction  Elements for multiple uses
including Food Trucks, Trees, Urban Seating

Long-term action(2029-2039)

1) Federal Surface Transportation Funds, 2)
Recreation, transportation, conservation, water
quality programs 3) Taxes 4) Impact fees 5)

Capital improvements program 6) Public-private
partnership / Private sector: local businesses,

individual sponsors, volunteer work

Redevelop the lower value lands to
neighborhood parks, meanwhile clean and

integrate green elements to higher value lands
and pend identification of developers and

financing

Placing informational signs or publicity
boards along the trail, advertising the

green trail and its values

 Implementing Green Streets and other
vegetations

Implement or improve on the eastern side of
the roadway by widening, cleaning and

greening

Implement on the western side of the roadway
with amenities including grasses, bioswales,

trees, benches and informational signs

Provide locations for vendors along the trail
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